
Pro Tip: Inspect biyearly – clear drain lines with vinegar monthly, upgrade to MERV 13+ filters, and
add 
UV-C lights to burn up biofilms.

Follow these steps for remediation:
Inspect for signs using the checklist.
Hire an IAQH-certified inspector if damage is suspected.
Remediate per ANSI/IICRC S520, then verify with clearance testing.
Perform small particle cleaning for cross-contaminated contents.
Reevaluate health and maintain with regular schedules.

Musty Odor 
A damp, earthy smell from vents signals hidden moisture – often the first clue of
a clogged drain or leaky seal.

Water Staining 
Discolored spots on coils, pans, or duct interiors indicate ongoing leaks; ignore it,
and mold follows.

Buckling
Warped or separated metal seams around joints or liner – a red flag for expansion
from trapped humidity.

Peeling
Flaking paint or insulation on blower housings or ducts, caused by persistent
wetness eroding surfaces.

Rust 
Corrosion on metal components like fans or screws – water's chemical kiss that
invites microbial growth.

Smudgeable Growth
Fuzzy, wipe-away residue on stained areas – early mold that's soft and black/green,
demanding immediate action.

Spot Hidden Moisture
Early to Stop Mold Growth

6 SIGNS OF WATER DAMAGE
IN YOUR HVAC SYSTEM

Water damage in coils, drain pans, blowers, and ducts
can breed mold in 24-48 hours. Use this checklist for
quick inspections snap photos and act fast

Book a 1-hour virtual consultation here
Take a Quiz –Take our free Indoor Air Quality Quiz
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https://indoorenviron.com/product/find-fix-diy-mold-kit-expert-consultation/
https://findinghiddenmold.com/mold-risk-quiz
https://findinghiddenmold.com/

